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          Haverford Township Hilltop

Baseball, Softball and Challenger League


ROOKIE DIVISION
OFFICIAL RULES

Girls 6 and Under (per ASA age ruling)

Boys 5 and Under (per Cal Ripken age ruling)
2011
BATTING
A. All players will bat from the tee. The tee should be adjusted so that the batter can swing level. The offensive team coach will place the ball on the tee. 

B. All rostered players present for the game shall bat in order, whether playing defensively or not. The batting order will be adhered to. 

C. There is no bunting. 

D. The pitcher should be in contact with the rubber before the batter swings. The pitching coach must not block the view of the pitcher. 

E. A half inning is over when six (6) runs have scored or three (3) outs are recorded, whichever occurs first. This rule will apply to every inning including the last. If time permits, it is recommended to finish the last, inning up to six (6) runs, to maximize playing time. 

F. Batting helmets must be used while in the on-deck circle, at bat, and as base runners. If a runner intentionally shakes off his helmet while running, he is out. 

G. When the ball is hit from the tee, it must go at least twenty-five (25) feet, which is shown by an arc drawn from foul line to foul line, otherwise it is a foul ball. 

H. If a batter hits part of the ball and part of the rubber tee, it is a fair ball if it goes past the twenty-five (25) foot arc. If the batter hits the rubber, or if the ball does not go past the twenty-five (25) foot arc, it is a foul ball. Three (3) complete misses of the ball while batting constitutes a strike out. 

I. No stealing or leading off is permitted. 

J. A thrown bat constitutes an out after a warning by the umpire. 

FIELDING
A. All players present for a game must play at least two (2) innings as a defensive player in the field. No player can play more than three (3) innings in the same position. 

B. A maximum number of eleven (11) defensive players will be allowed on the field during an inning of play. Players will be positioned at all infield positions with the remaining five (5) players in the outfield. At no time will any of the outfielders assume the position of a short fielder. 

C. Two (2) coaches may be stationed beyond the infielders to instruct all defensive players. Those coaches may, at their discretion, knock down a line drive that they feel will injure a child—the ball will stay in play. If a pitching coach must knock down a ball to protect a child, it will be a ground rule single. 

D. Play will be stopped after the second throw has been touched by a defensive player or the ball returns to the infield.  
E. An offensive player cannot advance more than 2 bases per offensive play; unless the six run has scored and the players are rounding the bases for instruction.  Any additional run scored over six will not count for that inning. 

F. Base runners will be positioned by the game umpire. 

G. There is no "Infield Fly Rule". 

GAME
A. A regulation game is four (4) innings, or 1 1/2 hours length. 

B. A called game is complete if 3½ (home team leading) or 4 innings (home team behind) are completed. 

C. Bases (1st & 3rd) will be forty-eight (48) feet from home plate and the pitcher's rubber will be thirty-five (35) or forty (40) feet from home plate depending on the field of play

FIELD DECORUM 

A. Smoking/chewing of any tobacco items will not be permitted, by anyone, inside the fenced-in boundaries of the playing field during pre-game preliminaries and games. 

B. Alcohol will not be permitted inside the fenced-in boundaries of the playing field at any time. 

AWARDS

A. Awards will be provided to each team by Hilltop.

B. No playoffs will occur for this division. 

Visit our website: www.hilltopleague.com
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